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This holiday season, don‘t let the spirit of 
giving lull you into giving burglars, mug-
gers, and pickpockets a better chance to 
do their dirty work. Crooks love the holi-
days as much as everyone else, but 
mainly because it’s an opportune time for 
crime. 

Homes jam-packed with glittering gifts. 
Stores, malls and downtown streets 
teeming with unsuspecting shoppers. 
People rushing around, stressed out and 
careless, looking for last-minute gifts, 
trying to get everything done. It’s enough 
to make a crook giddy with holiday joy. 

Here are some tips on how to celebrate 
safely this holiday season: 

 
 
¨ Get an automatic timer for your lights. 
 

¨ Ask a neighbor to watch your home, 
shovel snow, and park in the driveway 
from time to time. 

 

¨ Don’t forget to have mail and newspa-
per delivery stopped.  If it piles up, it’s 
a sure sign you’re gone.   

 

¨ Fill out a “request for security check” 
form at the Waterville Police Depart-
ment or online at: www.waterville.org.                                            

       

¨ Turn on lights and a radio or TV so it 
looks like someone’s home. 

 

¨ Be extra cautious about locking doors 
and windows when you leave, even if 
it’s just for a few minutes. 

 

¨ Don’t display gifts where they can be 
seen from outside. 

 

  

¨ Stay alert and be aware 
of what’s going on around you. 

 

¨ Park in a well-lighted space, and be 
sure to lock the car, close the win-
dows and hide shopping bags and 
gifts in the trunk. 

 

¨ Avoid carrying large amounts of cash; 
pay with a check or credit card when-
ever possible. 

 

¨ Deter pickpockets and purse-
snatchers. Don’t overburden yourself 
with packages. Be extra careful with 
purses and wallets. Carry a purse 
close to your body, not dangling by 
the straps. Put a wallet in an inside 
coat or front pants pocket. 

 

¨ Shopping with kids? Teach them to go 
to a store clerk or security guard if you 
get separated. 

 

HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS  

IF YOU’RE OUT FOR 
THE EVENING 

IF YOU’RE     
SHOPPING�IF YOU’RE TRAVELING 
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In order for the streets to be cleared, 
it is necessary to ban parking on 
streets during a “snow emergency”.  
 

 A snow emergency exists when 
snow reaches an accumulation of 4” 
(four inches) or more. 
 

“From the inception of a snow emer-
gency until 24 hours thereafter, or 
until such time as the snow has been 
removed, if such time is sooner, no 
owner of any vehicle shall be permit-
ted to park or stand on any municipal 
street.”  (Section 351.15) 
 

Vehicles may be parked for a period of 
not longer than 15 minutes from the 
actual loading or unloading of passen-
gers or property if snow removal equip-
ment is not being operated on such 
street and no other ordinance restricting 
parking is violated.  

Whenever such an emergency exists, 
the Municipal Administrator shall make 
a reasonable attempt to announce the 
emergency by informing at least two 
radio and/or T.V. stations with a normal 
operating range covering the commu-
nity. However, owners and operators of 
motor vehicles are responsible for    
assessing existing weather conditions 
and the depth of snowfall and should 
comply with the parking restrictions. 
 

“No person shall cause or permit 
snow to be moved, placed, or stored 
over or on any portion of the paved 
right-of-way of any street from any 
location on private property.”    
 

Please help us keep 
your streets safe and 
free of ice & snow.   

With the winter season upon us we 
would like to provide you, once again, 
with the definitions of the 3 snow levels 
that the news media will be using.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns 
please contact the City of Waterville 
Administration offices at 419-878-8100, 
or the Waterville Police Department at 
419-878-8184. 
 

LEVEL I    Roadways are hazardous 
with blowing and drifting snow. Roads 
are also icy.  Drive very cautiously. 
 

LEVEL II    Roadways are hazardous 
with blowing and drifting snow. Only 
those who feel  it is necessary to drive 

should be out on the roadways.         
Contact your employer to see if you 
should report to work. 
 

LEVEL III    All roadways are closed       
to non-emergency personnel.  No one 
should be out during these conditions 
unless it is absolutely necessary to 
travel.  All employees should contact 
their employer to see if they should  
report to work.  
 

Those traveling on the roadways may 
subject themselves to arrest. If extreme 
conditions exist (such as high winds 
with extreme wind chill factor) a Level III 
*Red Alert may be issued. 

WATERVILLE’S SNOW EMERGENCY PARKING BAN  

3 LEVELS FOR ROAD EMERGENCY IN LUCAS COUNTY  

 
SAFETY TIPS FOR  BLIZZARD CONDITIONS  

 
As we all know, the weather in our area is very unpredictable. 
We feel it is important to provide you with the following tips to 
review before getting caught in any unexpected winter weather 
situations. 
 

Avoid Overexertion & Exposure    
Exertion from attempting to push your car, shoveling heavy 
drifts, and performing other difficult chores during the strong 
winds and bitter cold of a blizzard may cause a heart attack 
even for people who are in good physical  condition. 
 

Stay Inside Your Vehicle   
Do not attempt to walk out of a blizzard.  Disorientation comes 
quickly in blowing and drifting snow.  Being lost in the open 
country in a blizzard is almost always certain death. You are 
more likely to be found in your vehicle.  
 

 

Carbon Monoxide and Oxygen Starvation   Run the engine 
and heater sparingly, and only use the downwind window for 
ventilation. Freezing wet snow and wind driven snow can   
completely seal a vehicle, make sure you have access to fresh 
air at all times. 
 

Exercise   by clapping hands and moving arms and legs      
vigorously from time to time to keep your body warm. 
 

Turn on Your Dome Lights at Night   to make sure your    
vehicle is visible. Do not permit all occupants to sleep at one 
time and keep good watch. 
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SAFETY TIPS FOR USING    
ALTERNATIVE HEAT 
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SIDEWALK ICE & 
SNOW   MAINTENANCE 
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5 STEPS TO SAFER  
SHOVELING 
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BE SURE TO WATCH YOUR MAIL...   in January  for important tax information regarding your 2011 Waterville tax return filing 
and 2012 estimated tax payments. 
All  taxpayers  will receive a pressure seal envelope containing a personal URL address and instructions for accessing your 
forms online.  You may use this URL address to access and fill out your 2011 tax return, check 2011 estimated payments and/or cred-
its, as well as fill out and print your 2012 estimated payment vouchers.  
 

Detailed information will be posted online after January 1st and will also be included in the March issue of The Canal Post. 
 

If you have any questions please contact the Income Tax Department at 419-878-8102 or visit us online at www.waterville.org. 
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